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@crops identified for release
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 20. — The Indian
Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR)

has identifie
crops for release suitable to various
‘agro-climatic conditions in the country.
Identification of these high yielding vari-
eties of f:::ragc crops is expecied to meet
the feed requirements of animals in the
_Eoun,n')' fﬂr their sustainable rearing and

g ICAR said today that the decision
_.about ut the release of the new varieties was
uk;n at the Annual Group Meeting of
All India Coordinated Project for Re-

search on Forage Crops (Rabi) held last -

week in Bikaner, Rajasthan.
'BL-180 vﬁnetf ug Berseem has been
‘identified for North Western Plain and
North Hill Zone due to its consistent su-
periority for green fodder; dry matter
and seed yield over the check varieties.
Developed by Punjab Agricultural Uni-
ve.mty, Ludhiana, this variety is suitable
" under j.mgatad mndmcm and matures in
f 260-265 days
Awage yu:ld uf BL 180 under normal
mnﬂunns is 625 g/ha of green fodder
and 3.4 g/ha of seed yield in North West-
ern Zone. It is capable of supplying green

{ fodder late in the season when there is

' scarcity of it.

. 'JHO 99-1 (single cut) variety of oats
has been identified for North Hill Zone.
Developed by Indian Grassland and Fod-
der Research Institute (IGFRI),

Jhansi, this variety is suitable for culti-
vation in temperate and sub temperate
areas during Rabi season. It is moderate-
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ly to hig-,hl:.-r resistant “against leaf hl]ghl-.
moderately resistant to nemstodes and
grasshoppers and ‘matures Al 151] 155
days.

RD 19 (multicut) variety ‘of ﬂats thas
been identified for the national lével
across the zones because of its high yicld .
potential, ‘quality parameters and resist-
ance to major diseases and pests.

The wvariety has been developed by
All India Coordinated Research Project
on Forage Cmps at Mahatma Phule
Krishi

Vidyapeeth, Rahun and is smtable_fnr
winter season under irrigated condition.
The average yield of RO-19 is 495 g/ha
for green forage and 94.5 g/ha for dry

matter yield. It has high le t‘m stem, ra-
tio and is resistant to leaf blight disease.

What food grain crops are to the hu-
man beings, forage crops are to the live-
stock. Therefore, increased forage crop
production is basic to improved livestock
health and productivity.

Fodder for livestock in our country is
provided mainly through cereal crops like
paddy, sorghum and pearl millet. Howev-
er, oats could also be a good green fodder
crop during winter season. In the areas
where irrigatibn water resources are not
sufficient to grow Berseem, oats are guﬂd
substitute.

In many regions of the country, live-
stock-based farming is a way of life. Any
strategy aimed at ensuring the livelihood
security of people in such regions has to
take into account the importance of live-
stock. Realizing this, ICAR had started
All India Coordinated Project for Re-
search on Forage Crops in
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