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nclia wanted to work together

with the agriculture uni-
versities and research labo-
ratories in the US totap the po-
tential in horticulture and food
processing, said Montek Singh
Ahluwalia, deputy chairman
of the Planning Commission.

“Through the Indo-US agri-
culture initiative, we are ex-
ploring possibilities for col-
laboration with US research
laboratories, universities and
even corporates. This will help
usinagriculture research and
tackle issues relevant under
the World Trade Organisation
to enter European markets,”
Ahluwalia said at a FICCI meet-
ing. Ahluwalia is also the
co-chair of the Indo-US en-
ergy dialogue,

“We need to give a big thrust
to agriculture research. This
requires a huge research agen-
da which will look into post-
harvest technology, food pro-
cessing, preservation, and san-
itary and phyto-sanitary issues
related with the WTO,” he added.

On the Inde-US CEOs' Fo-
rum, he said at a meeting on
September 9, the Indian CEOs
were expected to present a |
short “laundry list™ having crit-
ical policy issues that need-
ed attention 1o boost bilater-
al trade,

The issues will then be
discussed at the CEQs’ fo-
rum meeting likely to be held
next month. Ahluwalia said
inter-governmental discus-
sions would be held before
the visit of the US Presi- |
dent George W Bush sched-
uled for early next yvear. L




