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for import of exotic weeds & diseases

Dangerous Parthenium weeds was Impﬂrted with PL-480 wheat

AshukBSharma
New Delhi, 5ept 4

Foodimports sofar have not
beenagainsta price. The coun-
try paid a heavy price for im-
ports of wheat under PL-480
from USinthe pre-Green Revo-
luriondays, whenthe Partheni-
umn weed found its way into
Indiawiththe imports.

Even today, due 1o lack of
proper quarantne and sani-
tary and phytosanitary checks
at the points of entry exotic
weeds and plant diseases are
entering the country through
imports of food and agri prod-
ucts

The exotic Parthenium
weeds were first detected in
1956 in Pune in Maharashtra.
Since its first occurrence, this
weed has spread to all parrs of
the country, including the re-
motepartslike northeastIndia,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and the Lakshadweep group of
islands.

Expertssaythe foodimports
was done under mmputuans
of scarcity. [twas then a neces-
sity. But what we lacked was
proper quarantine checks at
the pointsofentry. Recentlythe
government has formulated a
Plant Quarantine Order for im-
POTTS.

Butproper mechanismisyet

i

tobeputinplace foritseffective
implementation.
Thedirectorofthe Jabalpur-

ased Nationa arch Cen-

for Wreed Science

“IRACWS), Dr NT Yaduraju,

at,apa Edeadly
Parthenium, manyotherexotic
weeds have entered the coun-
try like Mile-a-Minute and
Chormolinia.

The Parthenium weed is
otherwise called Gajar Ghas,
literally meaning leaves of car-
rot. It is also called ‘Congress
weed', remindingofitsimports
under the then Congress rule.
Similarly, the Chormolina
weed first detected in Kerala is

called ‘Communistweed'.

The long-drawn battle
against Parthenium is still on,
says Dr Yadaraju. “We have
now found an effective
weapon to fight Parthenium.
We have about two lakh im-
ported Mexican beetle in the
lastthree vears. Thisinsect eats
up the leaves of Parthenium
and does not harm any other
crop. We are ‘mulplying this
insectanddistributing through
our 22 centres spread across
the country. We have also dis-
tributed to about 150 out of
400 krishi wvigyan kendra
(KVKs).”

Apant from sucking useful

nutrient from the crop fields,
Parthenium is known to cause
diseases like asthma, allergy
and skin disorders. Airborne
pollen may cause severe aller-
gicrhinitisinsome individuals.
While the farmer takes care in
removing Parthenium  from
fields through manual means
and sprays, the concern re-
mains about its presence in
non-crop lands, say Dr Yadura-
ju.

ack of quarantine checks raises concern/

He says that biological con- '

trol methed through Mexican
Beetle (Zygogramma bicol-
orata) islikelytobeslow Hence
this programme needs to be in-
tegrated with plantation of
suitable competitative plants
available locally like Cassia to-
ra (Chakada), C serecia and
marigold. These plants would
suppress Parthenium spread,
he says. Mr Yaduraju says that
NRCWS has also found our
someusefuluseof Parthenium.

The stems of this plant are
being used to prepared wood-
en laminates. Both leaves and
stem are used for preparation
of green manure mixing it with
cowdung, He also says thae
Parthenium is being used as a
medicinal plant in different
parts of the globe. Every year
NRCWS launches a Partheni-

umAwarenessweekbeginnin
August 26 to Septem%



